
Costa’s Levels of Thinking 
Developing Higher Level Questioning Skills 
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Directions:  Use the picture above to develop questions that move from the “gathering” 
level through the “applying” level.  
 
Level 3 - Applying Evaluation | Judge | If/Then | Generalize Predict | 

Imagine | Speculate | Forecast 
Questions  

 
 
 

Level 2 - Processing Compare | Sort | Infer | Constrast | Distinguish  
Analyze | Classify | Explain (Why?) 

Questions  
 
 
 

Level 1 - Gathering Complete | Identify | Recite | Define | List  Select | 
Describe | Observe 

Questions  
 
 
 



 


